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Abstract 

This article examines the fundamental opposition between sacred science and 

modern science from the perspective of contemporary Traditionalists. Using an 

interpretive-analytical approach and considering the intellectual and historical 

contexts of the formation of Traditionalist thought, this study shows that their 

radical critique of modern science is not merely a technical criticism, but an 

inseparable part of a total rejection of the modern worldview and its socio-

political consequences. The article is organized into three main sections: First, the 

epistemological and metaphysical distinctions between traditional and modern 

sciences are explained. Second, the critique of secular science and modern 

technology is analyzed in light of concepts such as the desacralization of nature 

and the crisis of meaning. Third, the central role of sacred science in delineating 

the Traditionalists' ideal political system, which is based on the principle of 

inequality and the guardianship of the philosopher-sage, is examined. The main 

argument of the article is that from the perspective of Traditionalists like Nasr, 

the revival of sacred science is the only way to overcome the multidimensional 

crises of the modern world and to restore a political order based on the eternal 

and perennial truths of the philosophia perennis. To enrich the analysis, historical 

examples from non-Islamic traditions (ancient India and traditional China), 

comparisons with Iranian thinkers, practical strategies for reviving sacred science, 

and Nasr's role in intercultural dialogues are also examined. 

Keywords: Sacred Science; Modern Science; Traditionalism; Seyyed 

Hossein Nasr; Philosophia Perennis; Technology; Political System.  

                                                           
 Researcher, Research Institute of Culture and Teachings of the Holy Quran, Islamic Sciences 

and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran. Email: aleghafoor@gmail.com 

 

https://doi.org/10.22096/rc.2026.2077371.1284
mailto:aleghafoor@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


44      Abstract & Bibliographies in English 

Bibliography 

Boroujerdi, Mehrzad. Iranian Intellectuals and the West. Translated by 

Jamshid Shirazi. Tehran: Nashr-e Farzan, 1997. [In Persian] 

Coomaraswamy, Ananda. The Door in the Sky: Coomaraswamy on Myth and 

Meaning. Translated by Behrouz Nasrollahzadeh. Tehran: Nashr-e Ney, 

1997. [In Persian] 

Foltz, Richard. Islam and Ecology. Translated by Mohammad Rasekh. 

Tehran: Nashr-e Ney, 2003. [In Persian] 

Guenon, Rene. The Crisis of the Modern World. Translated by Hasan Ga'ini. 

Tehran: Entesharat-e Hekmat, 2001. [In Persian] 

Guenon, Rene. The Reign of Quantity. Translated by Ali-Mohammad 

Kardan. Tehran: Entesharat-e Hekmat, 1975. [In Persian] 

Heidegger, Martin. The Question Concerning Technology. Translated by Shapour 

Etemad. Tehran: Markaz-e Nashr-e Daneshgahi, 1977. [In Persian] 

Hick, John. Interpretation of Religion. Translated by Bahram Moshiri. 

Tehran: Nashr-e Qalam, 1989. [In Persian] 

Marcuse, Herbert. One-Dimensional Man. Translated by Mohsen Mo'meni. 

Tehran: Entesharat-e Amir Kabir, 1964. [In Persian] 

Moghissi, Hayedeh. Feminism and Islamic Fundamentalism. Tehran: Nashr-e 

Gam-e No, 1999. [In Persian] 

Motahhari, Morteza. Adl-e Elahi. Tehran: Entesharat-e Sadra, 1985. [In Persian] 

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. Islam in the Modern World. Translated by 

Mohammad Salehi. Tehran: Nashr-e Ney, 2010. [In Persian] 

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. Knowledge and the Sacred. Translated by Jalal al-Din 

A'lam. Tehran: Nashr-e Qalam, 1981. [In Persian] 

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. Man and Nature: The Spiritual Crisis of Modern Man. 

Translated by Abdolrahim Govahi. Tehran: Daftar-e Nashr-e Farhang-e 

Eslami, 1968. [In Persian] 

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. The Heart of Islam: Enduring Legacy of the Prophets 

from Adam to the Last Prophet. Translated by Mostafa Shahr Ayini. 

Tehran: Nashr-e Qalam, 2002. [In Persian] 

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. The Need for a Sacred Science. Translated by 

Mohammad Salehi. Tehran: Nashr-e Ney, 1993. [In Persian] 



Sacred Science versus Modern Science in the Thought … / Aleseydeghafour    45 

 
 

Newman, Andrew. Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire. Translated by 

Behzad Karimi. Tehran: Markaz-e Nashr-e Daneshgahi, 2006. [In Persian] 

Plato. Jomhur. Translated by Fu'ad Ruhani. Tehran: Entesharat-e Elmi va 

Farhangi, 1984. [In Persian] 

Popper, Karl. The Open Society and Its Enemies. Translated by Ezzatollah 

Fuladvand. Tehran: Entesharat-e Kharazmi, 1945. [In Persian] 

Savory, Roger. Iran under the Safavids. Translated by Kambiz Azizi. Tehran: 

Markaz-e Nashr-e Daneshgahi, 1980. [In Persian] 

Schuon, Frithjof. Barresi-e Metafizik va Ostureh-shenasi. Translated by 

Mohammad Rasekh. Tehran: Nashr-e Qalam, 1986. [In Persian] 

Schuon, Frithjof. Nevashtehaye Bonyadin. Translated by Nasrollah Hekmat. 

Tehran: Nashr-e Qalam, 1993. [In Persian] 

Shabestari, Mohammad Mojtahed. Hermeneutics, Ketab va Sonnat. Tehran: 

Nashr-e Tarh-e No, 1999. [In Persian] 

Soroush, Abdolkarim. Aqlaniyat va Dindari. Tehran: Nashr-e Serat, 2000. 

[In Persian] 

  


