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Abstract  

The aim of this paper is to show that the belief that one day an artificial 

intelligence - conscious and possessing free will - will be created by humans 

is compatible with the doctrines of the Abrahamic religions regarding the 

origin and nature of the human soul/spirit, its persistence, and its reward or 

punishment in the afterlife. The structure of the article is as follows: first, a 

brief overview of the history and types of artificial intelligence is presented. 

Then, several topics from the philosophy of artificial intelligence and the 

characteristics of human intelligence - namely, those that appear to be more 

relevant to religious teachings - are discussed. Finally, we examine the 

relationship between beliefs arising from the human creation of artificial 

intelligence and beliefs derived from religious teachings on concepts such as 

human identity, the persistence of the soul, resurrection, and reward and 

punishment in the hereafter. The paper concludes that even if artificial 

intelligence were someday to become a phenomenon comparable to human 

intelligence in terms of consciousness and free will, it would not be 

incompatible with religious teachings. 

Keywords: Artificial intelligence; consciousness; soul/self; resurrection; 

religious beliefs.  

 

  

                                                           
 Professor, Department of Philosophy, Mofid University, Qom, Iran. 

Email: msmkarimi@mofidu.ac.ir 

 

https://doi.org/10.22096/rc.2026.2088490.1303
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


14      Abstract & Bibliographies in English 

Bibliography 

Abboudit, Abdolrasoul. Darāmadi be Nezām-e Hekmat-e Sadrā'i. Vol. 3. 

Tehran: Samt Publications, 2012. [In Persian] 

Ashtiani, Mirza Ahmad. Lavāme' al-Haghā'eq fi Osool al-'Aghā'ed. Edited 

by Mohsen Ashtiani. Qom: Kongere-ye Allāme Ashtiani, 2011. 

[In Persian] 

Ashtiani, Seyyed Jalal al-Din. Sharh-e bar Zād al-Mosāfer. 1st ed. Qom: 

Boustān-e Ketāb, 2002. [In Persian] 

Bahrani, Ibn Maytham. Qavā'ed al-Marām fi 'Elm al-Kalām. Qom: Maktabat 

Āyatollāh al-'Ozma Mar'ashi Najafi, 1986. [In Persian] 

Baker, Lynne Rudder. “Death and the Afterlife.” in The Oxford handbook of 

philosophy of Religion, Edited by William J. Wainwright. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Bourget, David & David Chalmers. “Philosophers on Philosophy: The 2020 

Philosophers Survey.” Philosophers' Imprint 23, no. 11 (2023). Avail at: 

chrome-

extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://philarchive.org/ 

archive/BOUPOP-3 

Bringsjord, Selmer, and Naveen Sundar Govindarajulu. "Artificial Intelligence." 

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Edward N. Zalta & Uri 

Nodelman (Fall 2024 Edition). URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/ 

fall2024/entries/artificial-intelligence/>. 

Bubeck, Sebastien et. al. “Sparks of Artificial General Intelligence: Early 

experiments with GPT-4.” (2023) Available at: https://arxiv.org/pdf/ 

2303.12712 

Campbell, Donald T. "Unresolved Issues in Measurement Validity: An 

Autobiographical Overview." Psychological Assessment 8, no. 4 (1996): 

363–368. 

Carroll, John W. “Laws of Nature.” The Stanford Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy, Edited by Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman  (Winter 2025 

Edition). URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2025/entries/laws-of-

nature/>. 

Ebn-e Sinā, Hossein ibn Abdollah. Ahvāl al-Nafs: Resāla fi al-Nafs wa 

Baqā'ihā wa Ma'ādihā wa Yalihā Thalāth Rasā'el fi al-Nafs. Edited by 

Ahmad Fouād Al-Ahwāni. Paris: Dār Bīblyūn, 2007. [In Persian] 



Artificial Intelligence, Consciousness and Religious Beliefs / Mousavi Karimi    15 

 

Ebn-e Sinā, Hossein ibn Abdollah. al-Nafs min Ketāb al-Shifā. Edited and 

corrected by Hasan Hasanzādeh Āmoli. Qom: Maktab al-I'lām al-Islāmi, 

1996. [In Persian] 

Ebn-e Sinā, Hossein ibn Abdollah. al-Shifā (al-Elāhiyāt). Qom: Maktabat 

Āyatollāh Mar'ashi, 1984. [In Persian] 

Fakhr Rāzi, Mohammad ibn Omar. al-Arba'in fi Osool al-Din. Vol. 2. Cairo: 

Maktabat al-Kolliyāt al-Azhariyya, 1986. [In Arabic] 

Fakhr Rāzi, Mohammad ibn Omar. al-Nafs va al-Ruh va Sharh Qovāhoma. 

Edited by Mohammad Saghīr Hasan Ma'sumi. Tehran: [n.p.], 1985. 

[In Persian] 

Fakhr Rāzi, Mohammad ibn Omar. al-Tafsir al-Kabir (Mafātih al-Gheyb). 

Vol. 21. Beirut: Dār Ihyā' al-Torāth al-'Arabi, 1999. [In Arabic] 

Fayyaz Lahiji, Abdolrazzagh. Gohar-e Morād. Tehran: Nashr-e Sāye, 2004. 

[In Persian] 

Gottfredson, Linda Susanne. “Mainstream Science on Intelligence: An 

Editorial With 52 Signatories, History, and Bibliography.” (1994). Avail. 

at: https://www1.udel.edu/educ/gottfredson/reprints/1997mainstream.pdf 

Graves, Joseph L. & Amanda Johnson. "The Pseudoscience of Psychometry and 

The Bell Curve." The Journal of Negro Education 64, no. 3 (1995): 277–294. 

Helli (Allameh), Hasan ibn Yusof. al-Bāb al-Hādi 'Ashar ma'a Sharhih al-Nāfe' 

Yawm al-Hashr va Miftāh al-Bāb. Commentary by Fazel Miqdād and Abolfath 

ibn Makhdum. Tehran: Institute of Islamic Studies, 1986. [In Persian] 

Helli (Allameh), Hasan ibn Yusof. Kashf al-Morād fi Sharh Tajrid al-

E'tiqād. Qom: Markaz al-Nashr al-Islāmi, 2009. [In Persian] 

Korfmacher, Carsten. “Personal Identity.” in The Internet Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy. 2025. Available at: https://iep.utm.edu/person-i/ 

Majlesi, Mohammad Baqer. Hagh al-Yaqin. Vol. 2. Tehran: Eslamiyyeh 

Publications, 2007. [In Persian] 

Merricks, Trenton. “The Resurrection of the Body and the Life Everlasting.” 

In Reason for the Hope Within, Edited by Michael J. Murray. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1999. 

Mesbah Yazdi, Mohammad Taghi. Āmuzesh-e 'Aghā'ed. 17th ed. Tehran: 

Chap va Nashr-e Beyn al-Melal-e Sāzmān-e Tablighāt-e Eslāmi, 2005. 

[In Persian] 



16      Abstract & Bibliographies in English 

Mofid, Mohammad ibn No'man. Tashih E'tiqādāt al-Emāmiyya. Qom: al-

Mo'tamar al-'Ālami li al-Sheikh al-Mofid, 1992. [In Persian] 

Molla Sadrā, Mohammad ibn Ebrahim. al-Hekmat al-Motā'aliya fi al-Asfār 

al-'Aqliyya al-Arba'a. Vols. 8 & 9. Beirut: Dār Ihyā' al-Torāth al-'Arabi, 

1981. [In Arabic] 

Molla Sadrā, Mohammad ibn Ebrahim. Asrār al-Āyāt. Tehran: Anjoman-e 

Hekmat va Falsafe, 1981. [In Persian] 

Mousavi Karimi, Mirsaeed. "Artificial Intelligence, Consciousness, and the 

Sadrāian School." Forthcoming (2026). [In Persian] 

Mousavi Karimi, Mirsaeed. "God as a Supra-Moral Agent: 'Modern Traditionalism' 

versus 'Traditional Modernism'." Bi-Quarterly Journal of Human Rights 20, no. 

1, Serial no. 39 (Spring-Summer 2025): 7-33. [In Persian] 

Mousavi Karimi, Mirsaeed. "God as a Supra-Moral Agent: Why Divine Acts, 

Commands, and Prohibitions Are Not Subject to Human Moral/Rational 

Rules and Laws?" Journal of Existence and Knowledge 10, no. 1, Serial 

no. 19 (Spring-Summer 2023): 7-44. [In Persian] 

Naraqi (Mohaghegh), Mohammad Mehdi. Jāme' al-Sa'ādāt. Annotated by 

Mohammad Kalāntar. Vol. 1. Beirut: Mo'assasat al-A'lami lil-Matbou'āt, 

[n.d.]. [In Arabic] 

Naraqi, Ahmad. Me'rāj al-Sa'āde. 6th ed. Qom: Hejrat, 1999. [In Persian] 

Newell, N. “You Can’t Play 20 Questions with Nature and Win: Projective 

Comments on the Paper of this Symposium.” in Visual Information Processing, 

edited by W. Chase, 283–308. New York, NY: Academic Press, 1973. 

Olson, Eric T. “Personal Identity”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 

Edited by Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (Winter 2024 Edition). URL = 

<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2024/entries/identity-personal/>. 

Rescher, N. G. W. Leibniz's Monadology. Psychology Press, 1992. 

Rescorla, Michael. “The Computational Theory of Mind.” The Stanford 

Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edited by Edward N. Zalta & Uri 

Nodelman (Fall 2025 Edition). URL = 

<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2025/ entries/computational-mind/>. 

Robinson, Howard and Ralph Weir. "Dualism." The Stanford Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy, Edited by Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (Spring 2026 

Edition) URL = 

<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2026/entries/dualism/>. 



Artificial Intelligence, Consciousness and Religious Beliefs / Mousavi Karimi    17 

 

Rowe, William L. “The Problem of Evil and Some Varieties of Atheism.” 

American Philosophical Quarterly 16, no. 4 (1979): 335 – 341. 

Sabzevari, Haj Molla Hadi. Sharh-e Ghorar al-Farā'ed ya Sharh-e 

Manzume-ye Hekmat-e Haj Molla Hadi Sabzevari, Qesmat-e Omour-e 

'Āmme: Javhar va 'Araz. Edited by Mehdi Mohaghegh and Toshihiko 

Izutsu. Tehran: Institute of Islamic Studies, University of Tehran, 1981. 

[In Persian] 

Searl, J. “Minds, Brains and Programs.” Behavioral and Brain Sciences 3 

(1980): 417–57 

Searle, John R. “Twenty-One Years in the Chinese Room.” in Views Into the 

Chinese Room: New Essays on Searle and Artificial Intelligence, Edited by 

Bishop, John Mark & John Preston. London: Oxford University Press, 2002. 

Sobhani, Ja'far. Manshur-e Jāvid. Vol. 5. Qom: Imam Sadegh (as) Institute, 

2004. [In Persian] 

Swartz, Norman. “Laws of Nature.” in The Internet Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy, 2025. Available at: https://iep.utm.edu/lawofnat/ 

Turing, Alian. “Computing Machinery and Intelligence.” Mind LIX, no. 236 

(1950): 433-460. 

Tusi, Khajeh Nasir al-Din. Sharh al-Eshārāt va al-Tanbihāt. Vol. 2. Qom: 

Nashr al-Balāgha, 1996. [In Persian] 

Van Gulick, Robert. "Consciousness." The Stanford Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy, Edited by Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (Winter 2026 

Edition). URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2022/entries/ 

consciousness/>. 

 


