
 

دیه و دویای معاصردوفصلىامۀ    
1441 پاییس و زمستان، 2سال وهم، شمارۀ   
36 - 7 ، صص17شمارۀ پیاپی   

 مقالۀ پژوهشی

 
 

Journal of Religion & The Contemporary World 

Semi-Annual, Vol. 9, No. 2, Fall 2022 - Winter 2023 

Issue 17, pp. 7- 36 

Original Article 
 

A Theory of War and Seeking Martyrdom as Major 

Means: An Analysis of Imam al-Huseyn’s (AS) 

Uprising from Theological and Hadith Point of View 

 Mirsaeid Musavi Karimi 

DOI: 10.22096/RC.2023.1985834.1091 

] Received Date: 26/12/2022 - Accepted Date: 31/05/2023[ 

Abstract 

in this paper, by using the method of IBE, a theory as follows is proposed 

which can explain rationally and justifiably the method that Imam al-Huseyn 

(AS) chose for his movement: Imam Huseyn (AS) from the beginning of his 

movement chose to participate in war and seek martyrdom consciously and 

voluntarily as the major mean to reach his aim and used other means such as 

trying for government formation, negotiation with his enemies, and 

peacekeeping as the minor means to facilitate the major one. The paper is 

organized as follows: in the first part, after explaining IBE briefly, and making 

a necessary distinction between two notions of method and purpose, the most 

common and important rival theories explaining Imam al-Huseyn‟s (AS) 

uprising will be introduced. Then, by introducing some theological and Hadith 

evidence, it will be shown that the suggested theory, compared to its rivals, is 

the best explanatory one. Moreover, the theory can produce a theological and 

rational explanation for a disagreement between two infallible Imams. Hence, 

belief in the truth of the suggested theory is rational and justified. In the final 

section, from a theological point of view, we will discuss four related subjects: 

why Imam al-Huseyn‟s (AS) chosen method was the most effective and 

efficient; the legality of Imam‟s method; the morality of Imam‟s method; and 

whether people are religiously permitted to follow Imams‟ method. 
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