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Abstract

From the threshold of the 1960s, researchers in the western academies
gradually explored the connection between Shi‘a mourning practices and
their political movements. In addition to the anthropological analysis of
Shiite mourning rituals in Ashura, this researchers theorized for the first time
the connection between Ashura rituals and power relations in Shiite society.
Although the contemporary Shias did not yet have political sovereignty in
any land, these theorists realized that sooner or later a great political power
would arise from among the Ashura mourning circles. This course of studies
covers a period of about twenty years, it begins with the study of Ashura
rituals along with similar religious rituals in other religions and leads to the
understanding of the necessity of focusing more on the detailed study of the
small parts of the ritual as well as the symbolic meaning of each of those
parts. This one also leads to a change in approaches to further studies and
marks the end of the aforementioned study period. The current study is an
attempt to recognize the theories proposed in this twenty-year period, to
measure their relationship with each other and to recognize the theoretical
origin of each. This study aims to show how the first Western Ashura studies
led to Shia phobia.

Keywords: Ashura; religious studies; Elias Canetti; Mahmoud Mustafa
Ayoub; Hans Kippenberg; Islamic Revolution of Iran.

* Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Theology, Gorgan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Gorgan, Iran.

Email: mehrvash@hotmail.com


https://doi.org/10.22096/rc.2023.2004127.1121
10.22096/RC.2023.2004127.1121
10.22096/RC.2023.2004127.1121
10.22096/RC.2023.2004127.1121

16 Abstract & Bibliographies in English

Bibliography

Arnanson, Johanin P., and Roberts, David. Elias Canetti’s Counter-Image of
Society: Crowds, Power, Transformation. Woodbridge: Camden House,
2004.

Ayoub, Mahmoud Mustafa, “Shiveha-ye Mo ‘arrefi-ye Tashayyo* dar Got va
G ba Perofesor Mahmid Ayytb” (interview), Ma ‘refat, no. 14 (Autumn
2014): 85-87. [In Persian]

Ayoub, Mahmoud, Redemptive Suffering in Islam: A Study of the Devotional
Aspects of ‘Ashurd in Twelver Shiism. The Hague, Mouton, 1978.

Babayt, Habibollah, “Liberative Role of Remembrance of Transcendent
Suffering in Confronting with Sufferings of Cotemporary Man”, Naqd va
Nazar, no. 54 (July 2018): 2-26. [In Persian]

Bashiriyye, Hoseyn, Introduction to Michel Foucault: Beyond Constructivism
and Hermeneutics, translated by Bashiriyye, Hoseyn, Tehran: Nashr-e
Ney, 2019. [In Persian]

Bergmann, Martin. book review: Crowds and Power, Journal of the
American Psychoanalytic Association 33, no. 1 (February 1985): 235-
237. doi: https://doi.org/10.1177/000306518503300114.

Black, Jeremy, and Anthony Green, Dictionary of Gods, Deamons and
Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia, translated by Peyman Matin, Tehran:
AmirKabir, 2013. [In Persian]

Brill, Lesley. “Terrorism, Crowds and Power, and the Dogs of War,”
Anthropological Quarterly 76, no. 1 (winter 2003): 87-94.

Canetti, Elias. Crowds and Power. Translated from the German by Carol
Stewart. New York: Continuum, 1962.

Chelkovsky, Peter. Taziyeh: Ritual and Drama in Iran, translated by Dawad
Hatami, Tehran: Scientific and Cultural Publishing Company, 1988. [In
Persian]

Cragg, Kenneth. book review: Redemptive Suffering in Islam..., Middle East
Journal 34, no. 2 (Spring 1980): 239-240.

Foucault, Michel, History of Madness, translated by Fateme Valiyyani,
Tehran: Hermes, 2018. [In Persian]

Foucault, Michel, The Will to Know, translated by Nikii Sarkhosh and Afshin
Jahandide, Tehran: Nashr-e Ney, 2019. [In Persian]


https://doi.org/10.1177/000306518503300114

Linking ‘Ashiira Rituals with Political Power ... / Khani (Farhang Mehrvash) 17

Foucault, Michel. “Space Knowledge and Power” (Interview by Paul
Rabinow in Skyline, March 1982), Essential Works of Foucault. editted
by Paul Rabinow. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994.

Foucault, Michel. The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human
Sciences. New York: Pantheon Books, 1970.

Fraser, James George, The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion,
selected by Robert Fraser, translated by Kazem Firfizmand, Tehran: Agah
Publications, 2012. [In Persian]

Freud, Sigmund. Totem and Taboo: Some Points of Agreement between the
Mental Lives of Savages and Neurotics. Translated by James Strachey.
London: Routledge, 2001.

Gluckman, Max. Order and Rebellion in Tribal Africa. New York: Free
Press, 1963.

Gobineau, Joseph Arthur, Trois ans en Asie, translated by ‘Abdorreda
Hushang Mahdavi, Tehran: Qatre, 2013. [In Persian]

Haji Abolhasani, ‘Abdol-Hoseyn, and Mohammad Niuri, “Negahi be
‘AshuraPezhtihi dar Gharb”, Ketab-e Mah-e Kolliyyat, no. 64 (April
2003): 50-55. [In Persian]

Harari, Yuval Noah, Sapiens: a brief History of Humankind. Toronto:
McClelland & Stewart, 2014.

Hawting, Gerald R. “The Tawwabiin Atonement and ‘Ashira’,” Jerusalem
Studies in Arabic and Islam 17 (1994): 173-188.

Herati, Mohammad Javad, Yadollah Honar1 Latifpir, and Sayyed
Mohammad Kazem Hejazi, “‘Ashtra’ and Iran's Social Developments:
The Era of the Islamic Revolution”, Researches of the Islamic Revolution,
no. 2 (Autumn 2011): 220-199. [In Persian]

Hewer, Chris. “Theological Issues in Christian-Muslim Dialogue”, New
Blackfriars 89, no. 1021 (May 2008): 311-323. doi:
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.2008.00223.x.

Honneth, A. “The Perpetuation of the State of Nature: on the Cognitive
Content of Elias Canetti's Crowds and Power,” Thesis Eleven 45, no. 1
(1996): 69-85.

HoseynZade-ye Yazdi, Mohammad, AshiiraPezhithi, Qom: Daftar-e Nashr-e
Ma‘aref, 2019. [In Persian]


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.2008.00223.x

18 Abstract & Bibliographies in English

Jacobsen, T. Towards an Image of Tammuz and Other Essays on
Mesopotamian Religiom and Culture. editted by W. L. Moren.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1970.

Jones, Justin. “Shi'ism, Humanity and Revolution in Twentieth-Century
India: Selthood and Politics in the Husainology of 'Ali Naqi Naqvi,”
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society 24, no. 3 (March 2014): 415-434.
doi: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1356186314000066.

Kachuiyan, Hoseyn, and Zaeri, Qasem, “Ten Basic Methodological Steps in
Genealogical Analysis of Culture; Special Reference to Michel Foucault”,
Rahbord-e Farhang, no. 7 (Autumn 2009): 7-30. [In Persian]

Karimi, Zahra, Vafayl, A‘zam, and Mohammad Fakhr Rahani, “Mourning
‘Ashiira’ Day from the Perspective of Oriental Travel Writers”, Ma ‘Gref-e
Hoseyni, year 4, no. 13 (Spring 2018): 81-101. [In Persian]

Kippenberg, Hans G. “Jeder Tag Aschura, jedes Grab Kerbala: Iran 1977-
1981,” Gewalt als Gottesdienst: Religionskriege im Zeitalter der
Globalisierung, Miinchen: C.H.Beck Verlag, 2008.

Kiss, Endre. “Does mass psychology renaturalize political theory?,” The
European Legacy 9, no. 6 (2004): 725-738. doi:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1084877042000311581.

Kohlberg, Etan. book review: Redemptive Suffering in Islam..., International
Journal of Middle East Studies 11, no 4 (1980): 543-544.

McClelland, J., “The Place of Elias Canetti's Crowds and Power in the
History of Western Social and Political Thought”, Thesis Eleven 45, no. 1
(1996): 16-27.

McDonough, Sheila. book review: Redemptive Suffering in Islam, Journal of
the American Academy of Religion 49, no. 2 (June 1981): 321.

Mervin, Sabrina. “Les larmes et le sang des chiites: pratiques rituelles lors
des célébrations de ‘Ashird’ (Liban, Syrie),” Revue des mondes
musulmans et de la Méditerranée 113 (2006): 153-166. doi:
https://doi.org/10.4000/remmm.2973.

Nagel, T. Besprechung des Buches Redempting Sufferring in Islam..., Die
Welt des Islams 20, issue 3, no. 4 (1980): 205-206.

NaKash, Yitzhak. “An Attempt to Trace the Origin of the Rituals of
‘Ashtira,” Die Welt des Islams 33 (1993): 161-181.


https://doi.org/10.1017/S1356186314000066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1084877042000311581
https://doi.org/10.4000/remmm.2973

Linking ‘Ashiira Rituals with Political Power ... / Khani (Farhang Mehrvash) 19

Nuri, Mohammad, “Primary Historical Sources about Imam Husayn and
‘Ashiira’”, Islamic Books, no. 3 (Winter 2000): 25-40. [In Persian]

Rahnama, Tiraj, “Barrasi-ye Athar-e Yek Nevisande-ye Bozorg: Elias
Canetti”, Chistd, no. 164 (February 1999): 447-450. [In Persian]

Ram, Haggi, “The Masterpiece of Karbala: Founding Myth and Mass
Mobilization in Iran's Islamic Revolution”, Zmanim History Quarterly,
no. 62 (1998): 50-58. [In Persian]

Rice, Clara Colliver, Persian Women and Their Ways, translated by
Asadollah Azad, Tehran: Ketabdar, 2013. [In Persian]

Roberts, D. “Crowds and Power or the Natural History of Modernity:
Horkheimer, Adorno, Canetti, Arendt”, Thesis Eleven 45, no. 1 (May
1996): 39-68.

Roucek, Joseph. book review: Crowds and Power, American Sociological
Review 31, no. 3 (June 1966): 420-421. doi:
https://doi.org/10.2307/2090835.

Sehhati  Sardridi, Mohammad, AshuraPezhihi ba  Riykardi be
TahrifShendasi-ye Tarikh-e Emam Hoseyn, Qom: Khadim al-Rida, 2015.
[In Persian]

Shari‘ati, ‘Ali, Hoseyn Wareth-s Adam, Tehran: Hoseyniyye-ye Ershad,
1971. [In Persian]

Stern, M. S. book review: Redemptive Suffering in Islam..., Middle East
Studies Association Bulletin 15, no. 1 (July 1981): 54-55.

Tabar, Paul. “Ashura in Sydney: a transformation of a religious ceremony in
the context of a migrant society,” Journal of Intercultural Studies 23, no.
3 (2002): 285-305. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/07256860216385.

Tavernier, Jean-Baptiste, Les Six Voyages de Jean Baptiste Tavernier,
translated by AbuTorab NurT and revised by Hamid Arbab Shirani,
Isfahan: Ta’yid Book Store, 1957. [In Persian]

Werblowsky, R. J. Z. “Redemptive Suffering in Islam: A Study of the
Devotional Aspects of 'Ashura in Twelver Shi‘ism by Mahmoud Ayoub,”
Numen 28, Fasc. 2  (December 1981): 247-248. doi:
https://doi.org/10.2307/3270020.


https://doi.org/10.2307/2090835
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/07256860216385
https://doi.org/10.2307/3270020




